
Spring 2019   
Please log into Google Classroom on your school 

account. Class Code: w1346oa 
  

Dear Prospective AP World History Student: 
You have indicated that you wish to be in the AP World class for next year. This is a demanding course 
that will require a large amount of reading, writing, guided discussion, and primary source analysis. All 
students are required to take the AP test in the spring. The course will follow the intertwined histories 
of World Civilizations and their many peoples from 1200 BCE to the present. World history is very broad, 
intricate, and demanding therefore you will be entitled to a weighted grade. 
  
 Since the course will require the coverage of a large body of information you will need to do some 
summer reading and research that will provide you with a valuable head start and provide you with a 
preview of the type of work that you will be expected to contribute. All students are required to complete 
the summer assignments to take the AP World History class. Failure to have these completed on the 
first day of school will lead to your removal to another history section. All materials need for the 
assignment can be found once you join the google classroom platform. Please be sure to log onto your 
school google account before you join. The code is at the top of this page. All responses to the summer 
assignment should be returned through the google classroom platform. 
  
 World history requires a broader focus on the similarities and interconnectivity of people from the 
global community. Broad areas of understanding and analytical skills will be required to succeed and 
profit from the course. The primary focus of the summer assignment this year will be an exploration of the 
continent of Africa. In order to truly understand this complex and important region of the world we will read 
three selections both fiction and non-fiction. See assignment #2 below for directions. 
  
Assignment #1- Easter Island and You! 
 For the first segment of your summer project you will need to read the article Easter's End from 
Discover Magazine, August, 1995 by Jared Diamond, author of the Pulitzer Prize winning Guns, Germs, 
and Steel and most recently Collapse.  This is an article that I have used for many years and is the basis 
for much of the research that Diamond used to write his first and most famous book. 
Read Easter's End and consider the following questions: 
1.) Explain what important developments allowed the history of the Island to emerge? 
2.) Describe the picture that emerged from the scientist who researched the island? 
3.) Describe the factors that created crisis(s) for the early inhabitants of Easter Island and how did 
they cope with them? 
4.) Evaluate how and why societal decline is hard to measure? 
5.) What lessons can be learned from the Easter Island case and why? 
Your answers should be typed and contain enough detail to convey a complete understanding of 
the article. (Hint-Include specific details from the text to support your answers) 
  
Assignment #2-Africa-Continent in Focus 

http://discovermagazine.com/1995/aug/eastersend543/?searchterm=easter%20island
http://discovermagazine.com/1995/aug/eastersend543/?searchterm=easter%20island


 Your summer reading list this summer is compiled with works about and in most ways by 
Africans. None of these works is a historical manuscript (I want you to take some pleasure from reading in 
the summer) however all have won accolades for their informed approach to African issues both past and 
present. Your task is to read the books and write a critical review that includes both works and the 
insights that reading them provided. The total length may range from 750-1000 words, if you go over 
be reasonable and if you think that is too much consider that this document is just over one 
thousand words! 
  
Read the following books and sample book review listed below (the review is hyperlinked) 
  
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
 *I have many copies of this book so you can obtain it from me before school ends if you do not want to buy a copy. 
  
Kaffir Boy, An Autobiography 
 *I have several copies of this book to loan. 
  
Review of King Leopold’s Ghost by Adam Hochschild in the New York Times book review section. This is 
a review of another important book about African history. It should also serve as an example of a 
well-crafted review. 
***If you are using a printed version of the summer assignment do a search for the book and the link to the New York Times review 
is in the notes section. 
  
When you are writing yours please consider the following questions within your response: 
1.) Compare the time/place settings of your books?  Evaluate the similarities and differences between the 
people living in differing times and regions within Africa. 
2.) How are the native inhabitants of each region interacting with one another and with people from the 
outside? What types of cultural clashes does each of the books portray and how do the main characters 
cope with these clashes? 
3.) Compare and contrast the protagonists and their role(s) in the books’ plots. How do they differ? In 
what ways are they the same?  Compare the societies that each comes from: what is similar, what is 
different?  What about these books surprised you? What else would you have liked to be included in the 
works? 
**Hints: Use quotes and examples from the text. Do not try to substitute that for your own insight and analysis but use it as a basis 
for forming an opinion. Investigate some of these authors and their backgrounds. Consider what other books they have written or 
what others have said about their work. 
  
  
The class is challenging and enjoyable. We will continue to use Jared Diamond's ideas and thesis 
throughout the year. We will also continue to explore different regions and peoples of the world as they 
have evolved throughout humankind. Please complete these assignments so you can be part of the 
World history experience. If you have any questions or need some direction please feel free to email 
me. 
  
Good Luck! 
Peter Sontheimer 
psontheimer@gasd-pa.org 
  
 

http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/09/20/reviews/980920.20hardint.html
http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/09/20/reviews/980920.20hardint.html

